
I would like to express my deepest thanks and appreciation to
Master Sgt. John Kennedy, 20th Mission Support Squadron readi-
ness NCO in charge, for spending his free time to facilitate the
deployed spouses meetings. He remembers every name and does his
best to make all of us feel included. 
He also is very interested in our personal welfare. When my husband
is deployed, it’s nice to be apart of something that helps me feel like
part of the Air Force family. Shaw is a much better place because of
him.  

“Commander’s Connection” is a link between Col. Bill Hyatt,
20th Fighter Wing commander, and the Shaw community. 

Questions or concerns that can’t be resolved through normal chan-
nels can be sent to 517 Lance Ave. Suite 106, Shaw Air Force Base,
S.C., 29152, or e-mailed to commandersconnection@shaw.af.mil.
Callers should provide a name and telephone number in case ques-
tions need clarification. Comments of general interest may be pub-
lished in The Shaw Spirit.
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Col. Bill Hyatt, 20th Fighter Wing commander, kicks off
the Tops in Blue performance at Patriot Hall Nov. 22.
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Direct classified ads to Camden Media Co. at (800)
698-3514, fax 432-7609 or e-mail skaress@ci-
camden.com. All are run on a space-available basis and
may also be dropped off at The Shaw Spirit office in Bldg.
1122 by 2 p.m. Tuesdays.

Information other than classified ads intended for the
The Shaw Spirit must be submitted Thursday the week
prior of intended publication. Direct e-mail correspondence
to spirit.editor@shaw.af.mil, call 895-2018, fax 895-2017
or mail to:  

20th Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office
517 Lance Ave., Suite 107
Shaw Air Force Base, S.C. 29152-5041

The Shaw Spirit is published by the Camden Media Co.,
a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force,
under exclusive written contract with the 20th Fighter
Wing.

This civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an

authorized publication for U.S. military servicemembers.
Contents of The Shaw Spirit are not necessarily the offi-

cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by DOD, the Air Force or the Camden Media
Co., of the products or services advertised. (Ads may be
rejected for publication by Camden Media Co.)

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other
non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   

The 20th Fighter Wing commander and public affairs
office are the determining authority as to whether a particu-
lar item will appear and its placement within the paper.  

All copy will be edited to conform to Air Force and
local policy and style standards. All photos are U.S. Air
Force photos unless otherwise noted. 
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SOUTHWEST ASIA -- It was still dark
on the runway when we gathered. Most of
us were standing on an asphalt runway. I
was just one more in a milling mass of uni-
forms.

It probably would not be appropriate to
say how many are stationed here, but we
comprise a small city -- about the size of
Bethel, Alaska. 

One thing the military does well is
organize milling masses. 

Before long the first sergeants and offi-
cers were calling out. We slowly shook our-
selves into organized groups -- with long
ranks of Soldiers facing long ranks of
Airmen across a short stretch of pavement
leading to the open bay of the C-130
Hercules.

I won’t say this was a solemn group, but
there was none of the usual griping heard
from a large group of people being herded
into a ceremonial formation. 

We waited at parade rest for a consider-
able period of time. 

Then, echoing down the ranks, the words
repeated by each level of leadership, came
the command “attention.” 

Shortly after came the command “present
arms” as the official party came past. 

From my place -- many ranks back in my
squadron formation -- I could only see the
heads of the official escort between the bent
and unwavering arms of the men and women
before me. 

Were I a good Airman I would have, as is
proper, only looked at the neck of the
woman before me. 

Well, the truth is that I am a willing but
somewhat unremarkable Airman and so I
slyly peaked. 

This was an event I really wanted to wit-
ness and I certainly meant no disrespect in
doing so. 

Twelve men, all Soldiers, accompanied
the coffin. I couldn’t see much through the
ranks of heads and arms. 

I could only watch the helmet-covered
heads of the pallbearers passing by bearing
their burden.

And I could see that they were young
and terribly serious. 

Words were said, the coffin was carefully
loaded aboard the airplane and the ramp
closed.

We were dismissed. 
To this day I do not know who it was

that died. I suspect he or she was in the
Army. They tend to do most of the dying in
this region. 

Now clearly this young person was
known to the command and to family and
friends, but for those of us drawn up in the
early morning dark, this was our own
unknown Soldier. 

As American citizens we expect to have
access to all the facts all the time, but as
American military members, the rules and
our own expectations are somewhat differ-
ent. 

There are certain situations where a mul-
titude of detailed facts only obscure the cen-
tral issue. 

I’m comfortable with not knowing the
details because the ultimate truth is clear. A
young American died serving his or her
country in a foreign land far from home. 

Another truth was that I was proud to be
there in the desert darkness with my fellow
Soldiers and Airmen, paying our last respects
to a fallen comrade-in-arms. 

Sometime later, my squad mate and I
were driving across the base and we saw the
C-130 slowly, like a pregnant guppy, climb
into the early morning sky. 

Behind it the bright yellow ball of the
desert sun was just crawling above the hori-
zon. 

I could only hope this Soldier had a
smooth flight home. 

By Tech. Sgt. John Gazaway
176th Civil Engineer Squadron

Last plane ride home
Air Force NCO reflects on ceremony
to send fallen Soldier home from AOR



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


